Orientation of Critical Theories
(September 14, 2005)

Theory: involves general and systematic reflection upon methods, models. Conceptual, abstract, generalizing spectator activity. Questions practice.

Practice: application of general methods and models. Physical, concrete, particular. Participant activity. Tests theory.
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Objective:

· the literary work is a world in itself, should be analyzed only by its intrinsic criteria

New Criticism:

· developed in 1940s-50s, anglo-saxon

· revolutionary

· an example of objective critical theories

Expressive:

· focusing on the author

· the literary work in relation to its author

· poetry is an expression, the product of the individual, vision of the author’s imagination, it’s judged according to its genuiness, reflectivity

Pragmatic:

· considers the work as such that is constructed to produce a certain effect on the audience

( reader response criticism

Mimetic:

· a literary work is an imitation, reflection of the world and human life, should be judged if it’s true to the world represented

Jakobsons’ model ( Widdowson:

· a linguistic communication


CONTEXT

· ADDRESSER ( MESSAGE ( ADDRESSEE


CODES


CONTEXT

· WRITER ( WRITING ( READER


CODES

Chronological categorization:

1. Formalism

1930s-40s: Archetypal (Psychological)

1940s-50s: New Criticism

1960s: Structuralism

1970s: Poststructuralism

Formalism: based on the work
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